Harrison, M.A., D.M. (Pp. xi+244; 144 illustrations. 45s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959. There are many well-tried textbooks of human embryology, scholarly and pedagogically excellent, but all inflated with detail to a size which makes them a trial to most medical students. A book is needed of about the scope of Professor Harrison's, based on consideration of what an ordinary medical student in an ordinary medical course can gain from embryology. The primary function is no doubt to be an aid in grasping anatomy, normal and malformed. For this the book is good: it is clear and balanced and well based on modern descriptive work, though, since the vigilance of no writer is perfect, some refining of careless statements will naturally be needed in later editions. A flavour of experimental work is necessary to prepare the student for future advances that may impinge on medicine: in this admittedly less important aspect, the book is a little disappointing. It is no doubt the incoherence of the subject that makes it so notoriously difficult to give a clear or even reasonably accurate exposition of the experimental analysis of early development. Professor Harrison has tended to pick out one or two papers about each system, and when his choice is unrepresentative the consequence can be an unbalanced picture of the state of knowledge, as in the important topic of sex differentiation. The book is very welr produced.
Angiologie. Edited 1959 . In this work, Professor Ratschow, the wellknown authority on angiology, has produced an exhaustive presentation of the subject with the collaboration of 25 co-authors, each an expert in his particular subject. The book consists of two main parts, General, and Special Angiology. The main chapters of "General Angiology" are: Anatomy, normal and pathological physiology and pathology of blood vessels, wtiology of circulatory disorders, diagnostic methods, general principles of treatment. In the part dealing with "Special Angiology" of the peripheral vessels, the conditions are divided into those due to nervous factors (particularly Raynaud), to structural changes of the larger vessels, and to abnormalities of the terminal vessels. In his own contributions, outstanding for their clarity, the editor has succeeded in consistently keeping the discussion of a particular aspect within the scope MAY of the main context. In some of the other, particularly the more highly specialized, sections the physician will sometimes find it difficult not to lose sight of the main trend, the discussions going into too many details and the terminology being at times rather involved. For the specialist in angiology, this monograph is likely to remain a standard work for a considerable time, owing to the expert comprehensive treatment of the subject and the admirable bibliographies, containing international references up to 1959. The production of the book and the illustrations are admirable.
Coronary Heart Disease. By J. W. Gofman, M.D., Ph.D. (Pp. xx+353. 60s.) Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959. In this book the author does not set out to present current knowledge on coronary heart disease, which is now better termed ischmmic heart disease. Instead he elaborates the views of the group at the Donner Laboratory, in the University of California, on the detection of those who are candidates for the disease, before it has become manifest clinically. The importance of the blood lipids is stressed without economy in the use of words. There is a good explanation of the information that can be obtained from the ultracentrifuge, and on relevant nomenclature. The claim that the "atherogenic index" is of predictive value is pressed, but it is not generally accepted to be of greater value than estimation of the plasma cholesterol. Familial aspects of the disease are considered in relation to the "atherogenic index", together with factors such as age, sex, overweight, diet, smoking and stress, and the question of therapeutics. Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959 . This is the last book written by a great man and is published in the year of his death at the age of 81, a final monument to his tremendous energy and industry. How difficult it is to describe and differentiate something so essentially subjective as pain; like the songs of birds, it can never be put adequately into words. But Dr. Steindler comes as near success as any man could, and uses the element of pain as a tag on which to hang a discourse covering most of orthopadics. This is not a very satisfying method of approach, but it is often a stimulating
